
Bamra State

With India’s fascinating history comes a fantastic philatelic legacy 
which provides collectors with a variety of interesting areas for 
study and collecting. Christer Brunström informs us of one such 
area, and explains how Bamra added to this philatelic treasure 
trove and tells us what to keep a wary eye out for.

Today’s Odisha State (previously known 
as Orissa) in the eastern part of India was 
home to a number of feudatory states until 
1948. Bamra State was one of those states 
and released postage stamps from 1888 
until they were discontinued at the end of 
1894.

Legend has it
Bamra (sometimes known as Bamanda) 
State was founded way back in 1545 when, 
according to legend, native tribesmen 
stole a member of the royal family of Patna 
and proclaimed him Raja of Bamra. It is 
a fact that the rulers of Bamra State were 
frequently subordinated to the much 
more important Patna maharajas.

The Princely State of Bamra had an 
area of 5149 square kilometres and, 
according to the 1901 census, the state 
had a population of some 120,000 people. 
They belonged to various ethnic groups 
and were mainly engaged in agricultural 
activities. Bamra is heavily forested and 
produces a lot of timber. Another rather 
exotic local product is lac, which is used 
as a natural dye. Iron ore has also been 
found in the state.

The capital city is Deogarh (also known 
as Debagarh). This is where we find the 
palace of the royal family. Since 1997, the 
Raja of Bamra is Nitish Ganga Deb, who is 
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deeply involved in local affairs despite having no political power. He 
is also the president of Bamanda Cricket Club and is married and 
has a daughter.

His predecessor, Raja Basu Deb Sudhal Deo, became the state’s 
ruler in 1869. He had four wives, eight sons and 11 daughters. He 
has been described as a fairly able ruler of his state. It was during his 
reign that postage stamps were introduced in 1888. Raja Sudhal Deo 
passed away in 1903.

The Indian princely states were graded in importance according 
to the number of gun salutes. Sadly, the State of Bamra does not 
figure on this list.

Collecting
The latest edition of the SG British Empire catalogue lists 40 different 
stamps for Bamra. For those who would prefer a more simplified 
collection we can easily lower that number to some 20 basic stamps. 
Serious collectors of Bamra need to be very good at distinguishing 
between colour shades such as bistre-yellow and orange-yellow, 
certainly not an easy task. All of Bamra’s stamps were printed in black 
on coloured paper.

Collectors who only seek mint stamps with unblemished gum will be 
bitterly disappointed as all Bamra stamps were released without gum.

In 1888, Bamra issued its first set of six values printed locally in Deogarh. The 
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imperforate stamps had a very simple 
design with two lines in English, the third 
line with the denomination in the Odia 
(previously spelt Oriya) language and 
finally an ornament which is supposed to 
depict an elephant’s trunk holding a stick.

The elephant plays an important role 
in India because of traditional religious 
beliefs. One of the more popular Hindu 
gods is Ganesha, who has an elephant’s 
head and a big belly. He is the god of 
prosperity and is an essential deity when 
it comes to starting a new business or 
enterprise. Ganesha is also the protector of 
knowledge and writers (hopefully also of 
philatelic writers).

This is a tricky set which is far from 
common, with later reprints of the first 
issue more frequently encountered than 
the originals. In the reprints the fourth 
character in the Odia script is quite 
different from the original. Shown here 
in Fig 1 is the ¼a. reprint; the original is 
extremely scarce.

In 1890, there was a new design which 
included the same 1888 design elements. 
The state’s name is now given as ‘Bamra 
Feudatory State’ and the denomination 
has been added in English (possibly for 
the benefit of stamp collectors).

There were basically seven values from 
¼a. to 1r. In the first printings the word 
Postage had a capital ‘P’ (Fig 2). The 
1891–93 printings had postage with small 
‘p’ (Fig 3). 

There are several other varieties 
involving missing or incorrect letters. 

There are also cases of inverted letters. One wonders if the workers at the Jagannata Ballabh 
Press in Deogarh were unfamiliar with the English language.

There were as many as ten different settings of the stamps. The central ornament 
exists in four different sizes and in different positions. This certainly is a vast field of 
specialisation, but I suppose most collectors just try to assemble a basic set.

As always, forgeries exist. Shown here in Fig 4 is an old-time forgery of the Capital ‘P’ 
Postage 1890 ¼a. stamp. The name of the state appears to be BAMHA.

Finding postal history items is far from easy but covers do exist from the 1890–95 period 
and they certainly add a lot of interest to a Bamra collection (Fig 5).

Postal stationery
Bamra issued two items of postal stationery. The first one was a stamped ½a. envelope 
where the stamp basically repeats the design of the 1890 issue (Fig 6). It was probably 
released in 1891. Then there was a ¼a. postcard in 1894 where the stamp included a rather 
sketchy portrait of Raja Sudhal Deb.

Bamra was a stamp country for just seven years, from 1 January 1895 Indian stamps were 
used in the state. The Bamra postage stamps were only valid locally and Indian stamps had 
to be used on mail to other destinations. In fact, in many of the Indian states there were two 
parallel postal systems—a local one and the imperial Indian post office.

Bamra and its postage stamps returned to the philatelic limelight in 2010 when India 
issued a set of stamps and a souvenir sheet publicising the INDIPEX 2011 exhibition. A 
Bamra postage stamp and a revenue stamp are depicted on one of the stamps and on the 
souvenir sheet. Strangely enough the postage stamps appear to be perforated (Fig 7). All 
Bamra postage stamps were imperforate.
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Member of Philatelic Traders’ Society

JOHN CURTIN LIMITED
(International Stamp Dealer)

PO Box 31, Sunbury-on-Thames
Middlesex TW16 6HS 

Tel: 01932 785635  Fax: 01932 770523 (24 hours)
Email: jcbuying@btinternet.com

www.jcstamps.co.uk

SERIOUS BUYER...
Every year I travel hundreds of miles throughout the UK, Europe and Scandinavia, 
buying stocks, collections  and accumulations. And I’ve been doing this since 1970. 

I buy virtually anything in stamps and covers, from specialised one country 
collections to general lots and accumulations, from better quality single items to 
complete dealers’ stocks. If it’s philatelic, I’m interested. 

For FOUR very good reasons:
ACCURATE VALUATIONS - I have over thirty years’ full-time experience as a major 
buyer in the stamp trade, and I buy from all the main UK & Continental auction houses. 
I make accurate, efficient valuations based on the very latest market values.
FAIR VALUATIONS - I work on a high turnover with low profit margins which means         
I must buy - and I pay the top market price to make sure I do. I cannot afford to waste 
my time and yours by making unrealistic offers which will not stand comparison.
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT - All my offers are backed by immediate payment.                                 
We agree a price and you get paid there and then. It’s that simple.
HOME VISITS - I travel extensively, which means that I can easily arrange to view 
bulky, valuable collections in your own home - at no extra cost to you.
And finally ... I buy most of my material from auction, usually at well below my “top 
price’’. If those people had sold directly to me they would have been paid more, paid 
immediately and would not have paid any commission or gone to any other expense.
Think about it - and then give me a ring.

WHAT DO I BUY?

WHY SELL TO ME?

17th-18th July, York, York Racecourse
26th July, Kenilworth
7th August, Royal National Hotel London

31st August, Loughborough 
4th September, Royal National Hotel London
12th September, Sutton Coldfield 

ALL countries and interests  

covered.

FREE postage  

both ways (within UK)

HUGE Variety of  

Commonwealth, Foreign and  

GB material awaiting you.

NO Obligation.

GUARANTEED Satisfaction.

ESTABLISHED 25 years.

21 Day Approval Period.

Beginners and specialists welcome.

NEWTON HOUSE, P.O. BOX 116,
BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET, TA5 1YU

TELEPHONE: (01823) 413067
e-mail: c.stott@ymail.com

Application Form. (BLOCK CAPS)

Please send me an introductory selection of stamps  

on 21 day approval. I Undertake to pay for any stamps  

I may return and will return, in the manner requested,  

any stamps I do not purchase.

Signature ..............................................................

NAME ....................................................................

ADDRESS .......................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

Postcode ................................. Home Phone (Essential)................................

Collecting Interests .....................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................
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